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What a summer the last couple of months have been!
It has been great to see so many members continuing with guiding in whatever
form they can. We have seen the launch of the Home2O challenge, the Seaside
Adventure sleepover, regular Zoom meetings, activity packs being sent out, the
introduction of outdoor meetings and the news that indoor face-to-face
meetings soon start. There has been so much change in such a short space of
time and it has been uplifting to see that we have adapted in whatever way we
can.
Unlike Sam, I am pretty unknown to most
people so I thought I would tell you a bit
about myself. I have been in guiding since I
was six when my mum was recruited to start
a Rainbow unit in Thurnby. Since then I have
been involved in many different roles moving
through all the girl sections and fell naturally
into leadership with the same Rainbow unit.
This was just the start of my journey as a
leader. Over the years I have been involved in
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
usually setting up or re-opening units where I
am based. My most unexpected leadership
role was linking up with a Brownie unit
located on a British army base while living in
Germany. I have held various roles in
Leicester East division and I was county
assistant senior section adviser for a couple
of years.
I have been lucky to have been invited to
take part in a range of events including
helping at one of the Queen’s garden parties.
At one point I was even employed by Girlguiding as part of their Switch project
helping to open a unit in a traditionally hard to reach area of Leicester.
I am looking forward to getting to know you over the next five years and
building on the great foundations we already have.
Laura Clarke
Assistant County Commissioner
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Grand prize
raffle
Girlguiding Leicestershire are delighted to announce our excellent and
unsurpassed Christmas raffle to win a luxury Christmas hamper, a pamper
hamper and many more lovely prizes.
Proceeds will go to support the girls and leaders going on
international travel during 2021.
Donations of lovely prizes welcome, please send to the office.
Tickets only £1 each, available from the office and your local
commissioner very soon.
Seonaid McPhail
County International Adviser

Opportunities available
We are looking to fill the following
roles – can you help?
Ranger adviser
Archery adviser
Young leader adviser
Queen’s Guide adviser
Commissioner
Please send an expression of interest to Sam Harrold at
samjhuk@yahoo.co.uk
The closing date for the next issue will be
Monday 7 December
Please send all articles to office@leicestershireguides.org
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1st Meadowdale Rainbows
Our unit has met up each week on Zoom since
lockdown began. During that time we have had lots of
fun completing the LeapOver challenge, Stage 1
Communicate skills builder, Adventures at Home and
lastly the Celebrate at Home badge.
We have had treasure hunts, songs in Makaton, made
bagpipes out of a cardboard tube and a plastic glove.
We had fun making paper chains, jewellery, a zip line
for teddy and playing skittles.
Lots of badges have been earned - I have a total so far
of 160 badges to give out with some individuals gaining
up to 13.
I am so very proud of them
and the efforts my leaders
and Rainbows have gone to
during lockdown.
We’ve even had a Promise
ceremony online!
Emma Hamlin
1st Meadowdale Rainbow leader

Following the success of our county
virtual units during the COVID-19
lockdown we are continuing to run
these weekly meetings, where girls
from around the county are joining
together each week to have fun on
Zoom!
The units are open to all girls who are
not able to meet face-to-face now.
If you are unable to meet with your
girls and would like them to be able to
enjoy virtual guiding, please email
Leicestershirevirtualguiding@gmail.com
for more information.
Eileen Melling
Virtual units leader
Email:leicestershirevirtualguiding@gmail.com for more information
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Do you want to find out more about DofE?
Guides in year 9 and above, Rangers, young leaders, young adults
(under 25) + parents, leaders
Introduction and information sessions
These sessions are for those who want to know more about DofE (girls, parents, leaders)
• Wednesday 16 September 7:30-8:30pm: Introduction to DofE (come & find out more) – via Zoom
• Tuesday 29 September 7:30-8:30pm: Introduction to DofE (come & find out more) – via Zoom

Getting started with your DofE
For those who have recently registered
• Friday 9 October 6-7pm: Starting your DofE (eDofE, choosing activities) – via Zoom
• Wednesday 14 October 6:30-7:30pm: Starting your DofE (eDofE, choosing activities) – via Zoom

Contact leicsdofe@gmail.com to get the appropriate Zoom link

Are you currently working on your DofE award?
Check the Girlguiding Leicestershire DofE page for some updates and FAQs to
help you continue working on your DofE during this time
DofE progress support drop-in sessions

These sessions are for support from DofE leaders, to sign off sections etc
•

Wednesday 23 September 6.30-7.30pm •

Wednesday 24 March 7-8pm

•

Thursday 29 October 7-8pm

•

Thursday 29 April 7-8pm

•

Friday 27 November 6-7pm

•

Wednesday 26 May 6.30-7.30pm

•

Wednesday 27 January 6.30-7.30pm

•

Tuesday 29 June 6.30-7.30pm

•

Tuesday 23 Feb 7-8pm
Contact leicsdofe@gmail.com to get the appropriate Zoom link

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the expedition training will be a mix of
virtual and face-to-face sessions, adhering to all Girlguiding and government
guidelines including social distancing. Expeditions will not include an overnight camp.
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Upcoming Trainings
A Safe Space
All A Safe Space trainings can now be done online/virtually. Leaders in all roles
must have the correct level of A Safe Space by the end of December 2020.
Levels 1 and 2 can be completed by e-learning, see the Girlguiding website.
Midlands region will contact you if you need Levels 3 and 4 and are running
trainings via webinar sessions. If you have queries, please contact County
Office.

Levels 1 and 2
Introduction and creating a safe space
Required for everyone including assistant leaders, occasional helpers,
young leaders, unit helpers and home contacts.

Level 3
Recognising, telling and taking action - for unit leaders, residential leads and
event coordinators, mentors, advisers and trainers
At least one leader, assistant leader or leader in training in every unit needs to complete
this training.

Level 4
Managing concerns, allegations and disclosures - for commissioners only
Please note: you must complete Level 3 before starting this course.

To book a place on a training, please complete the online booking
form via our website
· Bookings will be provisional until you have received a confirmation email
from County Office.
· Please do not just turn up - courses could be full.
· Uniform/guide wear is worn at all trainings.
· There is no charge for the training sessions. However, for 1st Response only,
if you fail to let County Office know that you are unable to attend, then
your division will be charged £5 per place.
· There is often a waiting list so PLEASE tell us, if for any reason, you have to
cancel.
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Upcoming Trainings
1st Response Refresher
You have six months after your 1st Response expires to complete
the 1st Response Refresher. Normally, if you don’t complete
your 1st Response Refresher in this time, your qualification will
no longer be valid and you will then need to complete the Full
1st Response course again, in order to be the named first aider
for your unit or for any activities.
However in the current circumstances, any 1st Response qualification that was
due to expire up to September has been extended until 30 September.
The 1st Response refresher training is now being delivered virtually, by local
Girlguiding trainers - see dates and times below. Some elements will need to be
checked with a short (15 min) face-to-face practical following the virtual
training. These are being arranged at various places around the county.
The 1st Response refresher can be completed by anyone whose qualification
expired after 1 January 2020 or is due to expire before the end of the year.

Friday 2 October
6pm - 8pm

Sunday 4 October
9am - 11am

Monday 19 October
9am - 11am
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Upcoming Trainings
Virtual Joint County Day
Leicestershire and Warwickshire
Saturday 17 October 2020

We are holding our joint County Training Day online! Join us
on Zoom from the comfort of your own home to take part.
Learn about new changes in virtual and face-to-face
meetings, pick up new skills or have a go at some activities
you can adapt to use with your own groups …. and more

Information
1. Cost is free. Please book via Eventbrite.
2. Please indicate on the booking form your preference as to which sessions (detailed on next page)
you would like to attend.
3. Attendance can be for one, two or three sessions depending on what times you are available.
Please note we cannot promise your first choice session is running at a particular time, so please
give alternatives just in case.
4. Young leaders are welcome but must have the correct permission forms in place with their county.
5. All sessions are one hour long. There will be breaks between each session to allow time for
everyone to log out, have a screen break and log into their next session in time.
6. Each session will have a minimum and maximum number of attendees. Where possible, we will
attempt to run multiple sessions for popular topics.
7. Bookings close Friday 2 October. Please provide an email address per participant so we can email
you the session links.
8. Hot and cold drinks and refreshments are available from your own kitchen at any time.
Timings for the day
9.30 - 10.30

Welcome and national updates

10.30 – 11.00

Change over break

11.00 – 12.00

Session 1

12.00 – 13.00

Lunch

13.00 – 14.00

Session 2

14.00 – 14.30

Change over break

14.30 – 15.30

Session 3

15.30 – 15.45

Change over break

15.45 – 16.00

Presentations and closing session
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Upcoming Trainings
Virtual Joint County Day
Leicestershire and Warwickshire
Saturday 17 October 2020
Session Title

Content

Welcome to guiding

A useful overview of Girlguiding for new leaders and volunteers.

How to … programme

How the different parts of the programme link together and the
resources/ideas available to leaders.

How to … adapt the
programme for the
‘new normal’

Ideas and tips on how to make changes for virtual and socially
distanced meetings.

How to … meet safely
outdoors

Things to consider and inspiration for groups who are holding
outdoor meetings.

How to…. deliver
great unit guiding

Using the Doing Our Best standards to demonstrate and celebrate
great guiding in action.

How to … retain /
increase the number
of girls and leaders

Successful strategies to recruit girls and volunteers as well as
raising you unit/district/division profile in the local area.

How to …. care for
the individual

How can we look after the mental health of our young and adult
members, especially as everything is changing at the moment.

How to … risk
assessments

Make them easier, less painful for you and simpler for all
concerned.

How to …. science/
cookery

Is there much difference really?

How to … crafts and
games

Easy activities and five minute fillers using little or no equipment.

Awards for older girls
and younger leaders

Introduction to awards and other opportunities (Queen’s Guide,
DofE, Commonwealth award), encouraging and supporting the girls
to access these.

How to….
Zoom for beginners

If you haven’t done any virtual meetings yet, but want to give it a
go, this is the place to start.

How to….Zoom for
intermediates

Extend your Zoom skills to use extra features and make your
meetings more dynamic.

How to….GO – unit
admin

Member enquiries, running reports and updating girls personal
details.

How to….GO – record
programme activities

How to track and update girls’ progress on badges, UMAs and skills
builders for Theme awards using GO.

How to….assess your
unit finances

Good practice including thinking about how COVID-19 will impact
your budgets, cashflow and unit activities.

How to….Gift Aid and
grants

It’s an easy way to claim money for your unit – this is how to do it.

8

The International Team
Hello everyone, some of you will remember
me in my previous life as assistant county
commissioner. We have been without a county
international adviser since Ruth Barsby left to
work overseas, so I am very pleased to have
been asked to head up our international
team, albeit it in somewhat trying circumstances.
As some of you will know, I am a passionate advocate of international travel for
everyone from Brownies onwards and I am really looking forward to
encouraging more girls and leaders to get on planes, trains, ferries and in some
cases long distance coaches and explore the world.
Currently our county trip to Iceland planned for this summer has been moved
to 2021 and we are busy planning another trip for the girls who came to our
Intops weekend in March; details will be going out very soon.
I am looking forward to gathering all our international advisers together to
start some serious plotting.
If you are planning to run an International trip yourself during 2021 for your
unit, district or division, please get in touch with your local commissioner and
division international adviser as soon as possible. In areas where there is no
adviser then please contact me - seonaidmcphail@btinternet.com.
The following two links will help you to get started and think about some of the
planning that will need to take place prior to the trip. Insurance cover will
need some careful thought.
Permission to plan for international trips
Emergency planning for international trips
Seonaid McPhail
County International Adviser

Awards
Have you checked out our Thanks and Recognition page recently?
At Girlguiding Leicestershire we want to thank all our volunteers for
their contribution to guiding - especially in the very uncertain times
that we are living through.
Girlguiding awards in Leicestershire are currently under review, so if you have
someone who you think deserves special recognition, but don't know what
form that recognition could take, or if you think there's a ‘gap in the market’
in terms of the awards we currently have, do get in touch
at maggie.silver@outlook.com - all ideas welcome.
Maggie Silver
County Awards Adviser
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New email for social media
Girls and leaders are doing amazing things in Leicestershire and we want to
shout about them! Our new social media team are looking for photos, news and
stories to promote on our social media accounts.
Please email anything you would like to share to
socialmedia@leicestershireguides.org
If sending photos please confirm that relevant permissions have
been given for everyone in the photo.
If you're not already following us, why not give us a follow on the
accounts below:
Facebook: Girlguiding Leicestershire
Instagram: girlguidingleicestershire
Twitter: @GirlguidingLeic
Megan Thomas, Assistant County Commissioner

Face-to-face meeting
1st Thurnby Brownies managed to get together for a walk on Monday 7 September.
They met safely at Thurnby Guide and Scout
HQ and then set off across the fields. The girls
were so excited to see each other in the ‘real
world’ and to be able to take part in a
Brownie activity together.
The weather was kind to us – we did a circular
route, and saw a combine harvester getting a
crop of wheat in, lots of butterflies and bees
and some parakeets flying above the trees.
The girls even managed to stop and enjoy a socially distanced picnic along the way.
A super event!
Melanie Wakley
1st Thurnby Brownie leader

COVID-19 and Girlguiding Leicestershire
Thank you for all that you are doing to keep guiding
going in your area. I know that girls are still having
great adventures and gaining so many badges. The
pictures that have been shared are brilliant, please
keep them coming.
I would like to encourage all volunteers to keep up to date by checking the FAQ
section on the national website. The update emails from Girlguiding provide
lots of information on how COVID-19 is impacting us. The Discover, grow
newsletters also give great ideas on how we can deliver the programme to fit
with how we are currently guiding.
Sam Harrold
County Commissioner
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Dates for your diary
Friday 2 October

Virtual leader social

Friday 16 October

Young leader support via ZOOM – halloween themed

Saturday 17 October

Virtual county day with Warwickshire

Week of 2 November

Parliament week

Friday 6 November

Virtual leader social

Tuesday 10 November

County exec meeting

Friday 13 November

Children in Need

Friday 4 December

Virtual leader social

2nd Sapcote Brownies fundraising

Water Event

During lockdown, 2nd Sapcote Brownies set
themselves a challenge to raise £10 each for their
unit.

Save the date
14 to 16 May 2021

The girls went above
and beyond and we
managed to raise
£1222.49 between 25 of
us.
Farryn managed to raise
an amazing £325.50 by
walking five miles,
performing and hosting
a talk for her neighbours
and making videos for
her family and friends.
We are so proud of the
efforts of all of our girls
and their passion for
guiding throughout this
year.

We are unsure what this
will look like at the
moment!
However it will be a
fantastic opportunity for
Guides and Rangers to
enjoy all sorts of water
activities.

Tillie Graves
2nd Sapcote Brownies leader

Janet Gelsthorpe
Guiding Development
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Leicester Outdoor
Pursuits Centre

Happy Planting…..
1st Thurnby Brownies decided to help biodiversity
and to plant some wildflowers on the grass verge
outside their building in Thurnby village. After
obtaining permission from the Parish Council, we
contacted Coles Nurseries telling them about the
project and they kindly donated some boxes of
wildflower seeds.
The day to take off the top layer of grass and sow
the seeds was arranged. Alicia Kearns the MP for
Melton and Rutland said she would be delighted to
attend, the District/County and Parish Councillors
were all invited – then the Coronavirus pandemic
hit….
To keep everyone safe, but with great disappointment, the event was
cancelled. However, spring was approaching and boxes of seeds were itching to
get into the already roped off ground. With my husband’s help, we began
working on the ground on our own but heart-warmingly, we were contacted by
Brownie and Rainbow parents who wanted to help. With careful coordination
some, working in their own family groups and at separate times, helped to get
the ground ready and finally the seeds were sown, leaving nature to do her
work.
The project began to grow a wildflower meadow to, in Plantlife’s words,
‘restore and expand flower-rich habitats along our road network’ and to
‘supply a diverse source of nectar and pollen for bees, butterflies, birds, bats
and bugs’. However, with the onset of Coronavirus the Brownies painted
rainbows and hung them around the planted area and the project also turned
into a focus for ‘Rainbows of Hope’ with everyone having something to look
forward to when the flowers bloomed.
We were all thrilled when, as the warmer
weather came, the flowers began to pop up – the
colours were amazing – we had foxgloves, field
marigolds, forget-me-nots, scarlet pimpernels,
daisies, dandelions, thistles, red clover and
poppies to name a few. Lots of people walked by
admiring our work commenting on the flowers
and some even sent us congratulatory emails
thanking us for our efforts.
It has been a lovely project and hopefully we will
be able to plant more flowers around the village
and maybe it will inspire other units to also do
some planting – trust me, the results can be very
rewarding!
Melanie Wakley
1st Thurnby Brownie leader
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Topstones Rangers Loose Again
After a spring and summer full of Zooming in which we managed to make mug
cakes, origami boats, shadufs and in one particularly memorable episode,
learn to surf, we actually had a real life, face-to-face meeting - while keeping
a suitable social distance of course.
We were missing some of our stalwarts who were
working on their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and
also Gracie who had car problems, nevertheless
seven girls and four grownups met at Tugby village
hall for a leisurely stroll down to a stream for some
dam building and pooh stick racing.
There was rather more interest in bale jumping,
chatting and Pringles eating than actual dam
building but here you can see Bessie in action.
It was really lovely to see everyone again, catch up
and plot activities for the future. We are looking
forward to our next meeting back at Topstones.
Seonaid McPhail
Topstones Rangers leader

Congratulations Arielle!
During lockdown Arielle, from 1st
Mountsorrel Rainbows, has not wasted
any time and has completed all 12 of the
Rainbow interest badges before her sixth
birthday.
Arielle’s mum has been regularly sending
photos and video clips of 5-year-old
Arielle completing all the challenges set
out in the badge book.
Her Rainbow leader said ‘Arielle has
done really well completing all of the
badges and I know she has learnt a lot
through doing them.’
The unit has been meeting on Zoom and
Arielle completed her Feel good skills builder stage and unit meeting
activities along with the LEAPover challenge.
Rachel Sykes
1st Mountsorrel Rainbow leader
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1st Great Glen Rainbows
During lockdown two of our Rainbows
had their long hair cut for the Little
Princess Trust.
Annabelle is one our newest
Rainbows and is very shy, but she
managed to raise £625 for the trust.

Nieve also
had her
hair cut
and raised
over £500.

We are all very proud of these two Rainbows.
Louise Mynott
Rainbow leader

New appointments
Rachel Webb-Jenkins Membership Growth Coordinator

Seonaid McPhail

International Adviser

Carolyn Little

Leicestershire Trefoil Guild Chairperson

Linda Vesty

Charnwood Division Commissioner

Gill Biffen

Charnwood Division Commissioner

Chloe Ibbotson

Castle Donington District Commissioner

Kate Lawson

Countesthorpe District Commissioner

Kathryn Barwell

Quorn Rothley Temple District Commissioner
We wish them all the best in their new roles!
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Guiding Essentials Leicestershire
From now until 12 December we will continue to post orders out and accept
orders for collection on Wednesdays 4pm to 6pm and Saturdays 10am to 2pm.
In addition, we will be open for walk-in customers on all Saturdays from
31 October to 12 December, 10am - 2pm, providing government guidance does
not change. There will be some restrictions to keep everyone safe. It will not
be possible to try on any garments and only two customers will be allowed in
the shop at any one time. Masks will need to be worn.
A number of new badges are available now :All new emblems both woven

80p and metal

£1.20

Remembrance badges:
metal badge (code 7727) £2.50

woven badge (code 7726) £2
World Thinking Day 2021 £1
Badges available to order:International Day of the Girl (11 October) £1
BBC Children in Need £1.50
Please send orders to equipstore@leicestershireguides.org
Please can we remind you that section Gold badges and certificates and all
county challenge badges e.g. Home2O and Seaside challenge should be
ordered from the office not the shop.
For up to date information check the shop page
or email equipstore@leicestershireguides.org
Please support our shop as surplus income from sales comes back into the
county, for the benefit of all our girls and leaders.

Girlguiding Leicestershire
97 Princess Road East, Leicester LE1 7DW
Tel:
0116 254 5290
www.leicestershireguides.org
email: office@leicestershireguides.org
Registered Charity No 521779
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