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February 2015
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the County Commissioner….. 
Welcome to our first eBulletin for Senior 
Section Members. It is very important for 
everyone to receive information about the 
opportunities available in Leicestershire 
and so we are emailing this to all Senior 
Section aged members.  
 
There is lots of information about future 
events with links to our County website for 
more details.  
 
This term has seen the launch of the 
Richard III Challenge. Many thanks to 
everyone who wrote and trialled the 
challenge.  Why not send us some photos 
of what you and your unit get up to? 
 
 

Our training team is working hard on plans 
for County Day on March 14th. Bookings are 
open until 27th February and you can book 
your place online, including for the Senior 
Section forum in the afternoon. County 
Training Day is a great opportunity to meet 
others, gain lots of new ideas to take back 
to your unit. I look forward to seeing lots 
of you there. 
 
February 22nd is World Thinking Day, when 
girls from across the world celebrate being 
part of World Association of Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS). I hope you  
have a lovely time celebrating either in 
your unit or with others from your District 
or Division.   
  
I can’t quite believe that my five years as 
County Commissioner is coming to an end. 
I am delighted that Rachel Webb-Jenkins 
has been appointed and will take over 
from me at the Annual Review on 13th 
April. I hope lots of you will come along to 
celebrate our achievements and offer a 
warm welcome to Rachel.  
 
With best wishes 
Abi Salter 
 

County Training Day 
Saturday 14th March 2015 
Brockington College, 
Blaby Road, Enderby LE19 4AQ 
 
9.00 am—3.45 pm 
Open to all, including Unit Helpers  
and Young Leaders 
  
Book online now via the website!  
Bookings close on Friday 27th February 2015

  

Senior Section 
News 

Why not complete a section 
training in the morning (this will 
count towards your Adult 
Leadership Qualification) and 
then come to the Senior Section 
Forum meeting in the 
afternoon? Just select the 
forum option when booking. 
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Senior Section 
Campfire and 

Sleepover 

When? Arrive 5—6pm Saturday 4th July 
Leave 10am Sunday 5th July 
Where? Topstones, LE7 9FH 
How much? £10 (staying overnight) or  
 £5 (BBQ and campfire only) 

Get a BBQ, breakfast 
and a badge for just 
£10! 

Sunday 
Breakfast 
Take down 
tents 
Home! 

Interested? 
Fill in the form with your details and send it to us by 31st May with a 
cheque payable to “Girlguiding Leicestershire Senior Section account.” 
We’ll then send you a consent form (for under 18s) and a health form—
you’ll need to bring these with you on the day. 
Send forms and cheques to: Senior Section Campfire, Girlguiding 
Leicestershire, 97 Princess Road East, Leicester LE1 7DW 

For anyone aged 14—25. 
Come with or without your 
leader, come with a group 
or on your own, just make 
sure you bring your tent 
(or a friend with a tent!) 
and your plate bag! 

Saturday 
Arrive, put up 
tents 
BBQ 
Campfire 

Programme 
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Rangers Raise Funds 

1st Hinckley St Marys Rangers have 
recently taken part in a project to send 
money and medicines to InterCare a 
charity that sends medical aid to parts of 
Africa, including areas affected by Ebola. 

The girls collected unwanted medication 
that cannot be used in this Country and 
also donated other items including 
dressings and gloves.  
 
After an informative presentation, the 
girls also handed over a cheque for £200 
to John Winter, a volunteer from 
InterCare, of which £145 had been 
donated by Fridge Freezer Direct Ltd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Richard III Challenge 
badges now free for 

all Leicestershire 
groups 

We’ve had a phenomenal response so far 
to our new Richard III Challenge, with 
units from across Leicestershire and 
beyond registering to complete the 
challenge. 
 
Thanks in part to kind sponsorship from 
Leicester Cathedral we are delighted to 
announce that ALL badges for 
Leicestershire units will now be 
completely FREE including postage.Badges 
remain £1.50 for participants from 
outside of the County.  

Senior Section Forum The forum also discussed ways that Senior 
Section could be of service and help their 
communities during the Centenary year.  
The ideas from the forum will now be taken 
to Guiding Development for further 
discussion, so watch this space! 
 
There will be two meetings of the forum 
this term - one at County Day for Young 
Leaders and Adult Leaders under 26 (as an 
afternoon double session - this can be 
booked through the online County Day 
booking site) and then one held at a host 
Ranger unit, to be confirmed. Any Senior 
Section member in Leicestershire can 
attend the forum, so look out for more 
details coming soon! 
	  

A Senior Section forum meeting was held at 
Broughton Astley Village Hall on 10th 
November. Twenty-two Members of the 
Senior Section attended, from four 
different Divisions. They played some ice-
breaker games, wrote on lots of flipcharts 
and post-its and in true Senior Section 
style, ate lots of snacks! 
 
The discussion topic was what should 
Leicestershire do to celebrate the Senior 
Section Centenary in 2016. Some of the 
many ideas suggested were having a jelly 
fight, camping somewhere fun or unusual, 
segwaying and invading the Snowdome! 
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Going For Gold in Latvia 
 In 2013, I headed up to Scotland along with 
85 other members of Girlguiding UK - 
including at least two others from 
Leicestershire (Ruth Barsby and Laura 
Green) - and attended INTOPS, the national 
International Opportunities weekend.  
 
During this weekend, we played loads of fun 
games, ate all sorts of international foods, 
and learnt about a wide variety of 
international opportunities that Girlguiding 
offers. We were also given the chance to 
apply for GOLD - Guiding Overseas Linked 
with Development. It's a chance for 
members from the UK to head out to 
countries where Guiding is less developed, 
use our skills and knowledge, and help 
Guiding develop in the rest of the world... 
AND it's one of the few opportunities you 
can do up until you're 30!  
 
Laura and I were lucky enough to be 
selected for GOLD Latvia and Ruth headed 
to Malawi in 2014. In Latvia, the 
organisation is much smaller than here in 
the UK, with only 500 Guides AND Scouts 
(compared to our 500,000 Guides) and we 
met over 20% of those members while we 
were out there! We were helping to develop 
international guiding, helping to recruit and 
retain new members, as well as running 
some training sessions on diversity and 
leadership.   
 
We got the chance to attend one of their 
Ranger/Rover camps (the equivalent of one 
	  

of our Senior Section weekends), and loads 
of their usual meetings. As well as all the 
Scouting/Guiding stuff, we also got the 
chance to try slacklining and balance 
boarding, hike up towers and through 
swamps, swim in the Baltic sea, take a 
cable car, watch ice hockey, and generally 
explore Latvia! 
 

It was a fantastic opportunity to give back 
some of the knowledge and skills that 
Girlguiding has helped me develop over the 
years, as well as having a fantastic time in a 
brand new country, and I'm really honoured 
to have been asked to be Team Leader for 
the 2015 Latvia GOLD project as well! I 
know that the GOLD projects in other 
countries were just as productive and fun as 
ours, so if you get the chance to go to 
INTOPS, then go, and apply for GOLD - it's 
amazing!  

Annette Bindley 

Click here for more info on GOLD	  

International News 
Don’t forget to bring your purse  
to County Day next month as 
the girls representing 
Leicestershire on  
trips in 2015 will be providing  
refreshments in return for 
donations.  This year sees trips  
going to Kenya, California,  
Japan, Mexico and Holland. 
 

If you are planning to submit an application 
for the International Selection Weekend for 
trips taking place in 2016, you only have 
until the 28th February to do so. Download 
the application form from the website.  
 
Opportunities in 2016 include Girlguiding 
Midlands Going Stateside Challenge as part 
of the Senior Section Centenary 
celebrations. 
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Events

Water Camp 
Friday 8 – Sunday 10 May 2015 

 
Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre 

For Senior Section and Guides with or 
without their Leaders 

More details and Booking form on the 
website Bookings close 22 March 2015 

Brownie Campfires 
At Topstones on Tuesday 30 June 
and Wednesday 1 July 2015 
6.30pm  – 8.30pm 
Cost £4 per person 
Includes Campfire,  
Hot Chocolate and  
Badge 
See website for  
more information 

Camp Skills 
Afternoon and Pod 
Experience 
Saturday 21 March 2015 
For Leaders who want to learn the basics 
for taking girls away in any season. With 
the option to stay overnight and 
experience the Topstones pods for 
yourself!  
For more details  
and to download  
a booking form  
see the website.  
Bookings close 
28 February. 

Activities-  
Craft- Singing- Dancing

Sunday 14 June 2015 
 

Topstones 
Download a 
booking form  
with more details 
from the website 
Bookings  
close 31 
March 2015

Waste,  
Water  

& Me Day 
Saturday June 13 2015 

 
An opportunity for Guides to complete 
Girlguiding Midlands Waste, Water & Me 
challenge in association with Severn 
Trent. Guide units must register their 
interest by 27 February by 
emailing office@leicestershireguides.org 

 

Join the Team! 
 

We are looking for enthusiastic Senior 
Section members to help on the day at  

Rainbow Roar, the Guide Waste, Water & 
Me day, and the Brownie campfires. 

 
Email: office@Leicestershireguides.org
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Girlguiding Leicestershire, 97 Princess Road East, Leicester, LE1 7DW 
Tel: 0116 254 5290   Website: www.leicestershireguides.org 
Fax: 0116 254 2587  email: office@leicestershireguides.org 

Registered Charity No 521779 
 

Places must be booked in advance for all 
training. You can book using the form in the 
Bulletin or online via the website. 
 
Full First Response 
Wednesday 27th May, County Office  
10am – 4pm 
 
Safe Space 
Wednesday 8 April, Watermead (Venue TBC) 
6.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
 
Level 2 Award in Food Safety in Catering 
Saturday 25 April, County Office 
9 am – 4 pm 
(£20 cheque required at booking) 
 
Training Day for Leaders of the Guide 
section 
Saturday 26 September, Topstones 
10 am – 4pm 
	  

First Response Renewal 
Monday 27 April, Melton (Venue TBC) 
7 pm – 9 pm 
 
Thursday 7 May, Ashby (Venue TBC) 
7pm – 9pm 
 
Wednesday 17 June, Oadby and Wigston 
(Venue TBC) 
7pm – 9pm 
 
Introduction to Leadership in Guiding 
Trainings and workshops to give new 
Leaders skills and knowledge to assist in 
their role in Guiding. New Leaders keep 
these dates free and look out for an 
invitation coming soon. 
 
Tuesday 1, 8, 15 and 22 September  
County Office 10am – 4.30 pm (Full First 
Response on Sunday 13  September) 
	  

Upcoming Trainings 
 


